Determination of co-receptor usage of HIV-1.
In addition to CD4, HIV-1 uses chemokine receptors for entry in their target cells. The most important chemokine receptors in this respect are beta-chemokine receptor 5 (CCR5) and alpha-chemokine receptor 4 (CXCR4). Coreceptor usage is an important feature of the biological phenotype of HIV-1 variants. In this chapter, methods are described to determine the co-receptor usage of HIV-1 variants.